CLEMENCEAU

distinction ready to stake his reputation against Boulanger.
Though Clemenceau, as the preparations for the election
proceeded and Boulanger's growing strength became manifest,
now did his utmost to stem the tide, there was no doubt that,
failing a really powerful opponent, Boulanger would hold the
winning place at the close of the poll. He took up a bold
position. He was the hero of the hour. The whole contest
was admirably stage-managed and advertised on his side. He
rode through the city on his black horse, a fine figure of a man,
full of confidence of victory, the halo of a coining well-earned
triumph around him. It was universally felt that the previous
votes of the provinces would be quite eclipsed by the vote of
the capital. Parisians, peasants and miners, small owners and
proletariat would for once be together.

This was the unshaken opinion of his friends and followers,
who seemed in those exciting days to have with them the
great majority of the people. On the other side a wave of
incapacity was actually flooding the intelligence of his oppo-
nents. Instead of putting forward a really representative
man, either Eepublican or Socialist, with a fine democratic
record behind him, they made an absolutely contemptible
choice for their champion. One Jacques, an obscure liquor-
dealer, whom nobody ever heard of before the election, or gave
a thought to after it, was chosen to fight for Paris against the
General. This man had never done or said or written anything
that anybody could remember, or would remember if he
could. If no Eadical Eepublican was ready to stand, Joffrin,
an old member of the Commune and a skilled artisan most
loyal to his principles, always returning at once to his trade
when he failed to be elected for the National Assembly, would,
have been a far better and more worthy candidate in every-
way. The election then would haVfe been a conflict between
the enthusiasm of social revolution and the fervour of chau-
vinist reaction. As it was, the Boulangists could say and did
say with truth that the General would represent the citizens of
Paris much more genuinely than Jacques. The result of this
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